Reuse and reprocessing of disposable medical devices. Legal liability issues.
Reuse and reprocessing of disposable medical devices raises issues of legal liability, especially among physicians, hospitals, and device manufacturers. The practice of reuse has been, at least informally, reported to be fairly widespread. However, the medical risks associated with reuse are unresolved in most cases, which may lead to circumstances conducive to litigation. In this paper, the characteristics of reuse pertaining to legal liability, the parties potentially subject to civil liability suits as a result of reuse, the legal theories underlying claims of injury, and the legal implications of possible policy actions will be examined.